[The therapeutic use of pulmonary surfactant in neonatal hyaline membrane disease].
Preliminary report of our experience with the therapeutic use of pulmonary surfactant in newborn infants of less than 30 weeks gestation with hyaline membrane disease. The use of pulmonary surfactant was held under the "rescue" modality, with up to 36 hours of postnatal life. The blood gas changes are described and the assisted ventilation progress, as well as the general response on the clinical condition of each case. Discussion in centered in the risk of use and in the criteria for prescribing the therapeutic pulmonary surfactant. It is concluded that meeting the recommended requirements for its use, the pulmonary surfactant is a therapeutic alternative in the treatment of hyaline membrane disease in newborn infants of less than 33 weeks gestation, being different the immediate ventilatory response in terms of therapeutic control, with one or other forms of pulmonary exogenous surfactant, without differences in the final result.